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appearance, to the usage and taste of the country-. Even in
Galilee, the synagogue of Capernaum (Tell Hum), excavated by
the Franciscans,1 gives the appearance of a Grseco-Roinaii
edifice, while that of Dura-Europus, recently disinterred, recalls
in its frescoed walls the same aesthetic canons as the pagan
buildings of that place. And the same is true also of mediaeval
synagogues; here they may be Gothic and there Moorish.
Nevertheless, it is not difficult to trace a real uniformity in
the arrangement of the interior. There was a court, or atrium,
enclosed by walls, and a portico (e&doa) giving access, with
or without a vestibule (nqovao;), to a large rectangular room,
often furnished with benches, at least round the sides. At the
far end, facing the entrance, was an ark, i.e. a chest or cupboard,
containing the scrolls of the Law and all the Holy Books. In
the middle of the room there was a sort of platform, on which
stands the reading desk, also used as a pulpit for the delivery of
sermons. The room was occupied by the Jews seated, it would
seem, according to their profession. Proselytes remained out-
side in the courtyard, before the open door, or under the porch.
Ill
the status or the jews ix the empike
The community, considered as a corporate body, enjoyed
under the Roman Empire a certain number of legally guaranteed
rights.2 Such were the right of association and convocation
ipso jure, of discharging religious duties and celebrating worship,
and of duly observing the Sabbath. It was forbidden to
summon a Jew to Court on the Sabbath, to exact labour from
him, or even to compel him to indulge in free amusements.3
Similarly, the community enjoyed the right of collecting money
and organizing a common fund, and consequently also of taxing
its members at need and inflicting fines upon them. It possessed
full property rights in its own communal buildings and cemeteries.
It could make contracts, buy, sell, give and receive gifts. It
could not inherit in the strict sense, but it could accept legacies,
1	R. P. G. Orfali, Capharnaum et ses mines, Paris, 1912.
2	XLVII, i, 409 ff. ;   424 j(f.—In those parts of the Hellenistic -world
where Jews had been settled for some time—in Egypt, for example—
they naturally enjoyed privileges granted originally by the local monarehs
which remained in force under Roman rule (Jos., AnL> xix, 5, 2 ;  J5.J.,
ii, 18, 7 ;   C. Ap., ii, 4).    The retention or increase of these privileges
was the cause, or perhaps the excuse, of a formidable agitation, especially
at Alexandria, during the entire period with which we are here concerned.
3XLVII, i, 355 ff.

